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In his compelling reinterpretation of American history, The Public and
Its Possibilities, John Fairfield argues that our unrealized civic
aspirations provide the essential counterpoint to an excessive focus on
private interests. Inspired by the revolutionary generation, nineteenth-
century Americans struggled to build an economy and a culture to
complement their republican institutions. But over the course of the
twentieth century, a corporate economy and consumer culture undercut
civic values, conflating consumer and citizen. Fairfield places the city
at th



