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This book aims to examine the conditions under which the decision to
use force can be reckoned as legitimate in international relations.
Drawing on communicative action theory, it provides a provocative
answer to the hotly contested question of how to understand the
legitimacy of the use of force in international politics. The use of force
is one of the most critical and controversial aspects of international
politics. Scholars and policy-makers have long tried to develop
meaningful standards capable of restricting the use of force to a legally
narrow yet morally defensible set of cir






