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In this book, Jack Greene reinterprets the meaning of American social
development. Synthesizing literature of the previous two decades on
the process of social development and the formation of American
culture, he challenges the central assumptions that have traditionally
been used to analyze colonial British American history.Greene argues
that the New England declension model traditionally employed by
historians is inappropriate for describing social change in all the other
early modern British colonies. The settler societies established in
Ireland, the Atlantic island colonies of Bermuda and



