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Sommario/riassunto

Repetition has a major role in human culture. In lullabies and prayers,
in protests and war cries: from the cradle to the grave, repetition is the
companion to life’s essentials. In a constantly revolving world there is
no pure repetition. Events never repeat themselves precisely. This is
equally true of repetition in Literature and Art, where the use of
repetition is varied and frequent. How does repetition work? And how
can it be of use? Déja Vu unravels these questions in fifteen chapters
ranging from film remakes and Baudelaire to the offer of Abraham and
David Lodge, Small World. Déja Vu shows that repetition has been used
worldwide through all times and cultures in visual arts, poetry, music,
literature and motion pictures.

Herhaling speelt een centrale rol in menselijke cultuuruitingen. Slaap -
liedjes en smeekbeden, protesten en strijdkreten: van de wieg tot het
graf begeleidt de herhaling de essentiele gebeurtenissen in het leven.
Maar in een wereld die zelf voortdurend in beweging is, kan van zuivere
herhaling geen sprake zijn. Je kunt onmogelijk tweemaal in dezelfde
rivier stappen. Dat geldt ook in literatuur en kunst, waar herhaling
veelvuldig wordt ingezet als artistiek middel. Daarbij is juist het

verschil van essentieel belang. Maar wat is precies de aard van dat
verschil? Wat 'doet’ herhaling als kunstgreep met het werk? En hoe kan
herhaling worden ingezet om gevestigde belangen en opvattingen te
consoli - deren of juist te onder mijnen? Deja Vu behandelt deze
vragen vanuit een interdisciplinair en mondiaal perspectief en laat
daarbij zien hoe het middel van de herhaling door alle tijden en alle
culturen wordt toegepast in beeldende kunst, muziek, literatuur en

film.
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"The destruction of the Armenians of the Ottoman Empire in 1915-16
was a brutal mass crime that prefigured other genocides in the 20th
century. By various estimates, more than a million Armenians were
killed and the survivors were scattered across the world. Although it is
now a century old, the issue of what most of the world calls the
Armenian Genocide of 1915 has not been consigned to history. It is a



live and divisive political issue that mobilizes Armenians across the
world, touches the identity and politics of modern Turkey, and has
consumed the attention of U.S. politicians for years. In Great
Catastrophe, the eminent scholar and reporter Thomas de Waal looks at
the changing narratives and politics of the Armenian Genocide and tells
the story of recent efforts by courageous Armenians, Kurds, and Turks
to come to terms with the disaster as Turkey enters a new post-
Kemalist era. The story of what happened to the Armenians in 1915-16
is well-known. Here we are told the much less well-known story of
what happened to Armenians, Kurds, and Turks in its aftermath. First
Armenians were divided between the Soviet Union and a worldwide
diaspora, with different generations and communities of Armenians
constructing new identities, while bitter intra-Armenian quarrels
sometimes broke out into violence. In Turkey, the Armenian issue was
initially forgotten and suppressed, only to return to the political agenda
in the context of the Cold War, an outbreak of Armenian terrorism in
the 1970s and the growth of modern ‘identity politics' in the age of
genocide-consciousness. In the last decade, Turkey has begun to
confront its taboos and finally face up to the Armenian issue. New,
more sophisticated histories are being written of the deportations of
1915, now with the collaboration of Turkish scholars. In Turkey itself
there has been an astonishing revival of oral history, with tens of
thousands of people coming out of the shadows to reveal a long-
suppressed Armenian identity. However, a normalization process
between the Armenian and Turkish states broke down in 2010. Drawing
on archival sources, reportage and moving personal stories, de Waal
tells the full story of Armenian-Turkish relations since the Genocide in
all its extraordinary twists and turns. He strips away the propaganda to
look both at the realities of a terrible historical crime and also the
divisive 'politics of genocide' it produced. The book throws light not
only on our understanding of Armenian-Turkish relations but also of
how mass atrocities and historical tragedies shape contemporary
politics"--
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