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The People's Republic of China has experienced significant
transformations since Deng Xiaoping instituted economic reforms in
1978. Subsequent leaders continued and often broadened Deng's
policies, shifting the nation from agrarianism to industrialism, from
isolation to internationalism, and from centralized planning to market-
based economics. As the world strives to understand the nation's rapid
development, few observers have comprehensively examined the social
and cultural price of the economic boom for the majority of the Chinese
people. Zhaohui Hong assesses the sociocultural consequences



