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The collapse of communism in central and eastern Europe--the
Revolution of 1989--was a singularly stunning event in a century
already known for the unexpected. How did people divided for two
generations by an Iron Curtain come so suddenly to dance together
atop the Berlin Wall? Why did people who had once seemed resigned to
their fate suddenly take their future into their own hands? Some
analysts have explained the Revolution in economic terms, arguing that
the Warsaw Pact countries could no longer compete with the West. But
as George Weigel argues in this thought-provoking volume, people
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