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Counterfactuality is currently a hotly debated topic. While for some
disciplines such as linguistics, cognitive science, or psychology
counterfactual scenarios have been an important object of study for
quite a while, counterfactual thinking has in recent years emerged as a
method of study for other disciplines, most notably the social sciences.
This volume provides an overview of the current definitions and uses of
the concept of counterfactuality in philosophy, historiography, political
sciences, psychology, linguistics, physics, and literary studies. The
individual contributions not only engage the controversies that the
deployment of counterfactual thinking as a method still generates, they
also highlight the concept's potential to promote interdisciplinary
exchange without neglecting the limitations and pitfalls of such a
project. Moreover, the essays from literary studies, which make up
about half of the volume, provide both a historical and a systematic
perspective on the manifold ways in which counterfactual scenarios can
be incorporated into and deployed in literary texts.
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"In Class Not Dismissed, award-winning professor Anthony Aveni tells
the personal story of his six decades in college classrooms and some of
the 10,000 students who have filled them. Through anecdotes of his
own triumphs and tribulations--some amusing, others heartrending--
Aveni reveals his teaching story and thoughts on the future of higher
education. Although in recent years the lecture has come under fire as
a pedagogical method, Aveni ardently defends lecturing to students. He
shares his secrets on crafting an engaging lecture and creating
productive dialogue in class discussions. He lays out his rules on
classroom discipline and tells how he promotes the lost art of listening.
He is a passionate proponent of the liberal arts and core course
requirements as well as a believer in sound teaching promoted by
active scholarship. Aveni is known to his students as a consummate
storyteller. In Class Not Dismissed he shares real stories about
everyday college life that shed light on serious educational issues. The
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result is a humorous, reflective, inviting, and powerful inquiry into
higher education that will be of interest to anyone invested in the
current and future state of college and university education. "--


