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Few relationships have been as misunderstood as the "strategic
partnership" between Russia and China. Official rhetoric portrays it as
the very model of international cooperation: Moscow and Beijing claim
that ties are closer and warmer than at any time in history. In reality,
however, the picture is highly ambiguous. While both sides are
committed to multifaceted engagement, cooperation is complicated by
historical suspicions, cultural prejudices, geopolitical rivalries, and
competing priorities. For Russia, China is at once the focus of a
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genuine convergence of interests and the greatest


