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The Agrarian Seeds of Empire outlines the influence of agrarian
movements on the process of US institutional capacity building
between 1840- 1980. Out of the mix of the developing new Nation and
the expanding capitalist system emerged strong farmer’s movements
that produced state building processes central to American political
development. It will show how the forces of state building and social
movements converged to produce agro-industrialization. This agro-
industrial developmental project was instrumental in both the
development of the industrial food system and US Empire as the
institutional capacities were later used to impose the same project
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outside of the US. These findings link together and augment existing
approaches to capitalist development, International Relations, and
theories of the state and the food system.


