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Phenotypic plasticity – the ability of an individual organism to alter its
features in direct response to a change in its environment – is
ubiquitous. Understanding how and why this phenomenon exists is
crucial because it unites all levels of biological inquiry. This book
brings together researchers who approach plasticity from diverse
perspectives to explore new ideas and recent findings about the causes
and consequences of plasticity. Contributors also discuss such
controversial topics as how plasticity shapes ecological and
evolutionary processes; whether specific plastic responses can be
passed to offspring; and whether plasticity has left an important
imprint on the history of life. Importantly, each chapter highlights key
questions for future research. Drawing on numerous studies of
plasticity in natural populations of plants and animals, this book aims
to foster greater appreciation for this important, but frequently
misunderstood phenomenon. Key Features Written in an accessible
style with numerous illustrations, including many in color Reviews the
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history of the study of plasticity, including Darwin’s views Most
chapters conclude with recommendations for future research.
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Sommario/riassunto This book (second edition) attempts to cover all the scientific and
clinical disciplines related to cleft care, which is indeed a wide remit. It
ably achieves its aims.... It is an enjoyable and very comprehensive
read, being well written, presented, illustrated and organized. -- PMFA
News Comprehensive Cleft Care is a complete clinical reference that
addresses every aspect of the life-long care required by patients with
orofacial clefting. Supported by a handsome full-color presentation,
Comprehensive Cleft Care features heavily-illustrated chapters that
provide unmatched coverage of everything from prenatal diagnosis to
final orthognathic surgery. The inclusion of topics such as basic science
research, mission work, and outcome measures make this an all-in-
one clinical companion with coverage that cannot be found anywhere
else. With its distinct holistic approach and perspectives from skilled
specialists in a variety of disciplines, Comprehensive Cleft Care
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presents an unmatched overview of cleft repair and management.
Volume Two of the book covers all the surgical and operative issues
connected with the care of cleft patients, discussing both primary and
secondary surgery, dental, orthodontic and prosthetic management,
and management of skeletal deformities.


