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Campaign rhetoric helps candidates to get elected, but its effects last
well beyond the counting of the ballots; this was perhaps never truer
than in Barack Obama's 2008 campaign. Did Obama create such high
expectations that they actually hindered his ability to enact his agenda?
Should we judge his performance by the scale of the expectations his
rhetoric generated, or against some other standard? The Rhetoric of
Heroic Expectations: Establishing the Obama Presidency grapples with
these and other important questions.Barack Obama's election seemed
to many to fulfill Mar


