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How the forgotten case of murder while sleepwalking changed history
After creeping out of bed on a frigid January night in 1832, teenage
farmhand Abraham Prescott took up an ax and thrashed his sleeping
employers to the brink of death. He later explained that he'd attacked
Sally and Chauncey Cochran in his sleep. The Cochrans eventually
recovered but--to the astonishment of their neighbors--kept Prescott
on, somehow accepting his strange story.This decision would come
back to haunt them. While picking strawberries with Sally in an isolated
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field the following summer, Prescott used a fence post to violently kill
the young mother. His explanation was again the same; he told
Chauncey he'd fallen asleep and the next thing he knew, Sally was
dead. Prescott's attorneys would use both a sleepwalking claim and an
insanity plea in his defense, despite the historically dismal success
rates of these arguments. In the two murder trials that followed,
Prescott was convicted and sentenced to death both times.Prescott's
crime has landmark significance, however, notably because many
believed the boy was mentally ill and should never have been executed.
The case also highlights the discriminatory role class plays in the
American justice system.Using contemporaneous accounts as well as
information from other insanity and sleepwalking defenses, author
Leslie Lambert Rounds reconstructs the crime and raises important
questions about privilege, societal discrimination against the mentally
ill and the disadvantaged, and the unfortunate secondary role of
women in history.
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This book presents new research results on the challenges of local
politics in different European countries, including Germany, the
Netherlands, the Nordic countries and Switzerland, together with
theoretical considerations on the further development and
strengthening of local self-government. It focuses on analyses of the
most recent developments in local democracy and administration.
“Most ‘local government’ books are written by believers. This book is
different for its realistic visions of futures of local government. It shows
how autonomy, digitalization, marketization, and amalgamation could
be functional or dysfunctional, and also how this is affected by links to
politics, and impacted by intergovernmental relations. This is a must
read for all believers in local government.” —Geert Bouckaert, KU
Leuven Public Governance Institute, Belguim “The twenty chapters of
this book provide a timely and thought-provoking addition to our
understanding of local self-governance in eight countries in Northern
and Central Europe. This book was completed shortly before the
Corona-crisis crashed in. But the lessons to be learned from this
volume will doubtlessly prove important in fully exploiting local
government’s potential in facing the challenges of the difficult times
ahead.” —Bas Denters, Professor of Public Administration, University of
Twente, Netherlands “Very inspiring book that covers the most
important aspects of local self-government within a comparative
framework. As we might have expected, there is no general trend, no
single best model but a variety of functionally equivalent settings and
patterns. The book gives insight into the diversity and richness of local



government, its very essence, actual challenges and transformations,
and puts subnational policy making in a multi-level perspective of
governance.” —Andreas Ladner, Professor for Political Institutions and
Public Administration at the IDHEAP, University of Lausanne,
Switzerland “Covering eight countries, this ambitious volume compares
developments in local governments across Europe. Local governments
are on the front-line when it comes to responding to wicked issues like
climate change and migration, yet face major challenges in terms of
financial and human resources. Using rich empirical evidence, the
volume presents a nuanced analysis of trends. No one direction
emerges for Europe’s local governments, but a rich seam of innovation
is revealed covering political participation and public administration
alike. Local governments have the potential to engage citizens in
meaningful ways and deliver effective and responsive services, but this
requires clear local leadership and support rather direction from the
centre.” —Vivien Lowndes, Professor of Public Policy, University of
Birmingham, UK Tomas Bergström is Associate Professor in the
Department of Political Science at Lund University, Sweden. Jochen
Franzke is Professor of Administrative Science at the University of
Potsdam, Germany. Sabine Kuhlmann is Professor of Political Sciences,
Administration and Organization at the University of Potsdam in
Germany. She also is the Vice-Chair of the German National Regulatory
Control Council at the German Federal Chancellery and she serves as
the Vice-President for Western Europe of the IIAS and the Vice-
President of EGPA. Ellen Wayenberg is Professor at the Faculty of
Economics and Business Administration, Ghent University, Belgium. .


