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Debt crises have placed strains not only on the European Union's
nascent federal system but also on the federal system in the United
States. Old confrontations over fiscal responsibility are being renewed,
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often in a more virulent form, in places as far flung as Detroit,
Michigan, and Valencia, Spain, to say nothing of Greece and Cyprus.
Increasing the complexity of the issue has been public sector collective
bargaining, now a component of most federal systems.The attendant
political controversies have become the debate of a generation.
PaulPeterson and Daniel Nadler have assembled e


