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Why would Georgia attack South Ossetia in August 2008, with Russian
forces conducting exercises nearby? This remains a puzzle to
analysts—on a not inconsiderable list of foreign policy puzzles. Hans
Mouritzen and Anders Wivel use the example of the Russo-Georgian
war to illustrate and evaluate their original model for explaining foreign
policy behavior. The authors apply the model to the actions of forty
countries in relation to the 2008 war. Uniquely linking system,
interstate, and intrastate levels of explanation, and benefiting from the
WikiLeaks revelations, they offer an important new tool for foreign
policy analysis.
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