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Preliminary Material : Breaking out of Alice's looking-glass : an
introduction -- What is international law attached to? -- Some
propositions and conditioning factors -- The world constitutive process
and its decision functions -- The international lawmaking function --
Two modes of principled decision-making -- The international law-
applying function -- Participation arrangements for States: the
transformation of self-determination and the emergence of the
individual -- Sovereignty and human rights : changing the internal
arrangements of States by external means -- The actors theory has
ignored -- Human rights and individualism : regulating national control
and providing international protection -- Contingencies for the use of
force : myth system and operational code -- The use and abuse of
force : jus in bello -- The penumbra of professionalism : the
citizenship role of the international lawyer -- International law as a
profession : dilemmas of identity and commitment.

Also available as an e-book International law’s archipelago is
composed of legal “islands”, which are highly organized, and “offshore”
zones, manifesting a much lower degree of legal organization. Each
requires a different mode of decisionmaking, each further complicated



by the stress of radical change. This General Course is concerned, first,
with understanding and assessing the aggregate performance of the
world constitutive process, in present and projected constructs;
second, with providing the intellectual tools that can enable those
involved in making decisions to be more effective, whether they are
operating in islands or offshore; and, third, with inquiring into ways the
international legal system might be improved. Reisman identifies the
individual as the ultimate actor in international law and explores the
dilemmas of meaningful individual commitment to a world order of
human dignity amidst interlocking communities and overlapping
loyalties.



