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Although physicians during World War I, and scholars since, have
addressed the idea of disorders such as shell shock as inchoate flights
into sickness by men unwilling to cope with war's privations, they have
given little attention to the agency many soldiers actually possessed to
express dissent in a system that medicalized it. In Germany, these men
were called Kriegszitterer, or 'war tremblers,' for their telltale symptom
of uncontrollable shaking. Based on archival research that constitutes
the largest study of psychiatric patient files from 1914 to 1918,
'Diagnosing Dissent' examines the important space that wartime
psychiatry provided soldiers expressing objection to the war. Rebecca
Ayako Bennette argues that the treatment of these soldiers was far less
dismissive of real ailments and more conducive to individual
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expression of protest than we have previously thought.


