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When Abraham Lincoln's election in 1860 prompted several Southern
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states to secede, the North was sharply divided over how to respond. In
this groundbreaking book, the first major study in over 50 years of how
the North handled the secession crisis, McClintock follows the
decision-making process from bitter partisan rancor to consensus.
From small towns to big cities and from state capitals to Washington,
D.C., McClintock highlights individuals both powerful and obscure to
demonstrate the ways ordinary citizens, party activists, state officials,
and national leaders interacted to influence the


