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The notion of the philosophical imaginary developed by Michéle Le
Doeuff refers to the capacity to imagine as well as to the stock of
images philosophers employ. Making use of this notion, Marguerite La
Caze explores the idea of the imaginary of analytic philosophy. Noting
the marked tendency of analytic philosophy to be unselfconscious
about the use of figurative language and the levels at which it works, La
Caze shows how analytic images can work to define the parameters of
debates and exclude differing approaches, including feminist ones.La
Caze focuses on five influential types of images in five central areas of
contemporary analytic philosophy: analogies and how they are used in
the abortion debates; thought experiments in personal identity; the
myth of the social contract; Thomas Nagel's use of visual and spatial
metaphors in epistemology; and Kendall Walton's use of children's
games as a foundational model in aesthetics.The author shows how the
image promotes assumptions and conceals tensions in philosophical
works, how the image persuades, and how it limits debate and
excludes ideas. In providing an analysis of and reflection on the nature
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of the analytic imaginary, La Caze suggests that a more open-ended
and reflexive approach can result in richer, more fruitful, philosophical
work.
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Zusammenfassung Abstract Die Autorin
Die narrative Forschung als zentrale Methode der empirischen
Sozialforschung hat in den letzten Jahren den Blick auf interdisziplinäre
Ansätze erweitert. Davon profitiert auch die
Erwachsenenbildungsforschung, z.B. im Themenbereich
Alphabetisierung und Grundbildung. Die Erkundung von (auto)
biografischen Erzählweisen und -strukturen trägt zum Verständnis von
Lernbiografien bei.  Die Autorin führt in diesem Buch mehrere
internationale Studien zusammen und verknüpft sie mit
Fragestellungen der Erwachsenenbildungsforschung. Die Studien
nehmen dabei neurobiologische, philosophische und pädagogische
Perspektiven auf narrative Strukturen ein. Sie machen Zusammenhänge
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zwischen Biografie und Bildungsprozess deutlich und ermöglichen die
Initiierung von neuen Lehr-/Lernsettings.  Over the past few years,
narrative research as central method for empirical social research has
broadened the view of interdisciplinary approaches. This also benefits
the adult education research, as for example within the areas of literacy
and basic education. The exploration of (auto)biographical narrative
styles and structures contributes greatly to the understanding of
learning biographies. In this book the author combines several
international studies and links them to issues from within adult
education research. The studies thereby capture neurobiological,
philosophical and pedagogical perspectives of narrative structures.
They reveal links between biographies and educational processes and
allow for the initiation of new teaching/learning settings.


