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Incest in the nineteenth century -- Medicine and the law weigh in --
Gonorrhea and incest break out -- Protecting fathers, blaming mothers
-- Incest disappears from view -- Incest in the twentieth century.

Against several different historical backdrops--public accusations of
incest against "genteel" men in the nineteenth century, the epidemic of
gonorrhea among young girls in the early twentieth century, and adult
women's incest narratives in the mid-to late twentieth century--Sacco
demonstrates that attitude shifts about patriarchal sexual abuse were
influenced by a variety of individuals and groups seeking to protect
their own interests.



