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""Who''s Afraid of Edna O''Brien?"" asks an early interviewer in
Conversations with Edna O''Brien. With over fifty years of published
novels, biographies, plays, telecasts, short stories, and more, it is hard
not to be intimidated by her. An acclaimed and controversial Irish
writer, O''Brien (b. 1932) saw her early works, starting in 1960 with The
Country Girls, banned and burned in Ireland, but often read in secret.
Her contemporary work continues to spark debates on the rigors and
challenges of Catholic conservatism and the struggle for women to
make a place for themselves in the world with
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