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Introduction : the distribution and dissemination of popular print /
Roeland Harms, Joad Raymond and Jeroen Salman -- Print peddling and
urban culture in Renaissance lItaly / Rosa Salzberg -- Pedlars in the
Netherlands from 1600 to 1850 : nuisance or necessity? / Jeroen
Salman -- 'Selling prints for the Remondini' : Italian pedlars travelling
through Europe during the eighteenth century / Alberto Milano --
'Wandering with pamphlets' : the infrastructure of news circulation in
civil war England / Jason Peacey -- The cries of London from the
Renaissance to the nineteenth century : a short history / Sean
Shesgreen -- Peddling in texts and images : the Dutch visual
perspective / Karen Bowen -- Costumes and customs in print : travel,
ethnography, and the representation of street-sellers in early modern
Italy / Melissa Calaresu -- The dissemination of Quaker pamphlets in
the 1650s / Kate Peters -- International news and the seventeenth-
century English newspaper / Joad Raymond -- Storehouses of news :
the meaning of early modern news periodicals in Western Europe / Joop



Sommario/riassunto

W. Koopmans -- 'All the world is led and rul'd by opinion' : the
relationship between printed news and public opinion / Roeland Harms
-- The development and distribution of the first educational print

series in the Netherlands, 1800-1820 / Jo Thijssen.

Cheap print moved across Europe in surprising ways, crossing unusual
distances by unusual routes and by unusual means. Pedlars, news, and
cheap print defy the conventional categories and models of

distribution: we need to think about their extraordinary diversity, and
about the means by which their unstable cultural images inflect
distribution. Books were not dead things, and the examination of Italy,
the Netherlands and Britain, three regions that contain instructive
parallels and contrasts, reveals their unpredictable liveliness. This
collection of essays, which emerges from transnational dialogues about
pedlars and commerce and communication, examines the various
means by which cheap print moved across Europe, and the cultural and
material and economic premises of the European landscape of printing
Contributors include: Alberto Milano; Jason Peacey; Jeroen Salman; Jo
Thijssen; Joad Raymond; Joop Koopmans; Karen Bowen; Kate Peters;
Melissa Calaresu; Roeland Harms; Rosa Salzberg; Sean Shesgreen.
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Front matter -- Contents -- Acknowledgments -- Introduction -- 1.
Scholastic Logic and Grammar: The Inescapability of Speech -- 2. The
Humanists: The Primacy of Speech -- 3. Elyot, As cham, Jonson, and
the Frailty of Speech -- 4. Space and Textuality: Writing and Speech in
the Idea of the Text -- 5. The Space of the Hieroglyph: George Herbert
and Francis Bacon -- 6. Print and Manuscript: Bacon's Early Career and
the Occasions of Writing -- 7. The Authority of Democritus junior --
Index

Martin Elsky here illuminates the complex interplay of linguistic theory
and textual representation in English Renaissance writing. Drawing on a
wide range of materials, both literary and nonliterary, Elsky focuses on
the impact of speech-oriented and writing-dominated theories of
language on textual practice. Among the texts Elsky discusses are
Herbert's The Temple, Bacon's Magna Instauratio, Burton's Anatomy of
Melancholy, Jonson 's lyrics, and works by Lily, Colet, Ascham, and
Elyot.In showing how speech, writing, and print suggest contrasting
foundations for the authority of language, Elsky considers such topics
as the competing concepts of textuality in humanist literature and in
hieroglyphic poetry; the authenticity of writing and the distortions of
speech in scientific prose works; the social context of printing scientific
prose; and the use of print to create the infinitely expandable text of



philosophical skepticism.A provocative application of contemporary
literary theory to the historical analysis of texts, Authorizing Words will
interest readers in such disciplines as Renaissance studies, theory of
language, historical linguistics, history of science, and the history of
communication.



