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The past few years have shown that risks in banking can impose
significant costs on the economy. Many claim, however, that a safer
banking system would require sacrificing lending and economic
growth. The Bankers' New Clothes examines this claim and the
narratives used by bankers, politicians, and regulators to rationalize the
lack of reform, exposing them as invalid. Anat Admati and Martin
Hellwig argue that we can have a safer and healthier banking system
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without sacrificing any of its benefits, and at essentially no cost to
society. They seek to engage the broader public in the debate by
cutting through the jargon of banking, clearing the fog of confusion,
and presenting the issues in simple and accessible terms.
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Feasting : backgrounds, theoretical perspectives, and introductions /
Janling Fu and Peter Altmann -- Conspicuous consumption : dining on
meat in the ancient Mediterranean world and Near East / Jodi Magness
-- Feasts on many occasions : diversity in Mesopotamian banquet
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scenes during the early dynastic period / Steve Renette -- The next
level and the final stage : consistency and change in the provision of
meals for the dead in their different stages of existence and the
accompanying feasting acts of the living, as evidenced at Mari, Qatna,
and Ugarit / Sarah Lange -- Power to unite and power to divide : sacred
feasting and social change at Iron Il Tel Dan / Jonathan S. Greer --
Menu : royal repasts and social class in biblical Israel / Carol Meyers --
Feast and famine : theoretical and comparative perspectives on lack as
a backdrop for plenty in the Hebrew Bible / Peter Altmann -- Feasting
and everyday meals in the world of the Hebrew Bible : the relationship
reexamined through material culture and texts / Leann Pace -- The

role of the household in the religious feasting of ancient Israel and
Judah / Cynthia Shafer-Elliott -- Feasting and foodways in Psalm 23
and the contribution of redaction criticism to the interpretation of
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This volume brings together the work of scholars using various
methodologies to investigate the prevalence, importance, and
meanings of feasting and foodways in the texts and cultural-material
environments of the Hebrew Bible and the ancient Near East. Thus, it
serves as both an introduction to and explication of this emerging field.
The offerings range from the third-millennium Early Dynastic period in
Mesopotamia to the rise of a new cuisine in the Islamic period and
transverse geographical locations such as southern Iraq, Syria, the
Aegean, and especially the southern Levant. The strength of this
collection lies in the many disciplines and methodologies that come
together. Texts, pottery, faunal studies, iconography, and
anthropological theory are all accorded a place at the table in locating
the importance of feasting as a symbolic, social, and political practice.
Various essays showcase both new archaeological methodologies—
zooarchaeological bone analysis and spatial analysis—and classical
methods such as iconographic studies, ceramic chronology, cultural
anthropology, and composition-critical textual analysis.



