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The explosive rise in the U.S. incarceration rate in the second half of
the twentieth century, and the racial transformation of the prison
population from mostly white at mid-century to sixty-five percent
black and Latino in the present day, is a trend that cannot easily be
ignored. Many believe that this shift began with the "™tough on crime
policies advocated by Republicans and southern Democrats beginning
in the late 1960s, which sought longer prison sentences, more frequent
use of the death penalty, and the explicit or implicit targeting of



politically marginalized people. In The First C



