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Ethiopian Airlines was founded in 1945 by the Ethiopian government
with the assistance of Western Airlines. With a fleet of war-surplus
Dakotas, the airline took to the sky. At first, only domestic and regional
destinations were served, forcing the airline to build makeshift
airstrips. However, in 1957, Douglas DC-6s and a Lockheed
Constellation were obtained and flights to Europe commenced. In the
1960s, Ethiopian entered the jet age with the purchase of Boeing 720s,
later supplemented with 707s. Despite various political, economic, and
social obstacles, Ethiopian Airlines continued to invest and grow,
expanding to other African countries and further abroad. As passenger
transport has declined, as a result of the global pandemic, it currently
utilizes its cargo business to transport medical supplies. lllustrated
with over 100 images, this book shows how Ethiopian Airlines has
remained the powerhouse of African aviation.



