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The informal sector in West Africa has some distinctive characteristics.

Informality usually connotes small and unorganized producers
operating on the fringes of the formal economy. In West African



countries, however, the normal situation is to some extent reversed: a
dynamic informal sector dominates the stagnant formal economy.
Moreover, in these countries, small operators coexist with very large
and politically well-connected informal enterprises and well-organized
networks. Notwithstanding its importance, there have been relatively
few systematic studies of this dual feature of the informa



