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Vital Statistics on Congress remains the quintessential source of
authoritative information on America's legislature. This important
series tracks the elements that define and describe Congress in the
post-World War II era, and in this new edition, three of America's most
esteemed political analysts extend their examination through the 109th
Congress. They combine historical context with insightful analysis and
copious data to produce a valuable and authoritative picture of the U.S.
Senate and House of Representatives. Norman Ornstein, Thomas Mann,
and Michael Malbin track the changing makeup of Congress through
history and across several dimensions, such as region, party,
occupation, religion, committee assignments, staff size, and political
stances. They document trends in critical areas such as voter turnout,
ticket splitting, incumbency and turnover, and margin of victory. The
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authors, acknowledged experts in campaign finance, provide detailed
information on candidate, party, and PAC spending. The material
presented in l Statistics on Congress 2008 rev reveals a fascinating and
important picture of America's chosen representatives, as politicians
and as people. It will be an important addition to the bookshelves of
media, political professionals, scholars and their students, and political
junkies everywhere.
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One of the most consistent critiques levelled against Beowulf is that it
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lacks a steady narrative advance and that its numerous digressions
tend to complicate if not halt the poem's movement. As those passages
often look backward or far ahead in narrative time, they seem to
transform the poem into a meditative pastiche. The Narrative Pulse of
Beowulf counters this assertion, examining Beowulf as a social drama
with a strong, forward-moving narrative momentum.John M. Hill
discerns a distinctive 'narrative pulse' arising out of the poem's many
scenes of arrival and departure. He argues that such scenes, far from
being fixed or 'type' scenes, are socially dramatic and a key to
understanding the structural density of the poem. Bolstering his
analysis with a strong understanding of the epic, Hill looks at Beowulf
in relation to other stories such as The Odyssey and The Iliad, epics
that, though they may appear to have a certain narrative elasticity, use
scenes of arrival and departure to create a cohesive social world in
which stories unfold. As a new and comprehensive study of one of the
most important Old English texts, The Narrative Pulse of Beowulf sheds
new light on this famous poem and the epic tradition itself.
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