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materialium; et iterum de Deo, quod existat / Fifth Meditation: The
essence of material things, and the existence of God considered a
second time -- Meditatio Sexta: De rerum materialium existentia, et
reali mentis a corpore distinctione / Sixth Meditation: The existence of
material things, and the real distinction between mind and body --
Objectiones Cum Responsionibus / Objections and Replies [Selections]
-- Circa primam meditationem / On the First Meditation.

The rejection of previous beliefs -- The reliability of the senses -- The
dreaming argument -- Certainty in dreams -- Circa secundam
meditationem / On the Second Meditation -- Cogito ergo sum (‘| am
thinking, therefore | exist") -- Sum res cogitans (‘| am a thinking thing")
-- The nature of thought -- The piece of wax -- Circa tertiam
meditationem / On the Third Meditation -- Innate ideas -- The idea of
God -- Objective reality -- God, author of my existence -- Circa
quartam meditationem / On the Fourth Meditation -- The cause of
error -- The indifference of the will -- Circa quintam meditationem /
On the Fifth Meditation -- Whether God's essence implies his existence
-- Clear and distinct perception and the "Cartesian Circle' -- Circa
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Descartes's Meditations on First Philosophy, published in Latin in 1641,
is one of the most widely studied philosophical texts of all time, and
inaugurates many of the key themes that have remained central to
philosophy ever since. In his original Latin text Descartes expresses
himself with great lucidity and elegance, and there is enormous
interest, even for those who are not fluent in Latin, in seeing how the
famous concepts and arguments of his great masterpiece unfold in the
original language. John Cottingham's acclaimed English translation of
the work is presented here in a facing-page edition alongside the
original Latin text. Students of classical philosophy have long had the
benefit of dual-language editions, and the availability of such a
resource for the canonical works of the early-modern period is long
overdue. This volume now makes available, in an invaluable dual-
language format, one of the most seminal texts of Western philosophy.



