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The essays in Nationalizing Empires challenge the dichotomy between
empire and nation state that for decades has dominated historiography.
The authors center their attention on nation-building in the imperial
core and maintain that the nineteenth century, rather than the age of
nation-states, was the age of empires and nationalism. They identify a
number of instances where nation building projects in the imperial
metropolis aimed at the preservation and extension of empires rather
than at their dissolution or the transformation of entire empires into
nation states. Such observations have until recently largely escaped
theoretical reflection.


