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Design element 1 : feasibility of health insurance -- Design element 2 :
choice of financing mechanisms -- Design element 3 : population
coverage -- Design element 4 : benefits packages and cost
containment -- Design element 5 : engagement, selection, and
payment of health care providers -- Design element 6 : organizational
structure -- Design element 7 : operationalizing health insurance --
Design element 8 : monitoring and evaluation of health insurance
schemes.

Many countries that subscribe to the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) have committed to ensuring access to basic health services for
their citizens. Health insurance has been considered and promoted as
the major financing mechanism to improve access to health services, as
well to provide financial risk protection. In Africa, several countries

have already spent scarce time, money, and effort on health insurance
initiatives. Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda, and Tanzania are
just a few of them. However, many of these schemes, both public and
private, cover only a small proportion...



