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Twenty-five years in the Navy had made Cheryl Ruff an independent,
resilient, strong woman - and a master at providing patient care while
serving at various Navy hospitals around the world. But nothing
prepared her mind, body, soul, and spirit for what she experienced on
the frontlines of the Iraq war as a member of the Bravo Surgical
Company. Known as the ""devil docs,"" they followed directly behind the
1st Marine Expeditionary Force as they entered Iraq at the onset of
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Operation Iraqi Freedom in March 2003. Right along with the Marines,
Commander Ruff, the only female nurse anesthetist


