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This book makes accessible-for the first time in English-declassified
archival documents from the former Soviet Union, rabbinic sources, and
previously untranslated memoirs, illuminating everyday Jewish life as
the site of interaction and negotiation among and between neighbors,
society, and the Russian state, from the beginning of the nineteenth
century to World War I. Focusing on religion, family, health, sexuality,
work, and politics, these documents provide an intimate portrait of the
rich diversity of Jewish life. By personalizing collective experience
through individual life stories


