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Early in 1885 Americans learned that General Grant was writing his
Memoirs in a desperate race for time against an incurable cancer. Not
generally known was the General's precarious personal finances, made
so by imprudent investments, and his gallant effort to provide for his
family by his writing. For six months newspaper readers followed the
dramatic contest, and the hearts of Americans were touched by the
General's last battle. Grant's last year was one of both personal and
literary triumph in the midst of tragedy, as Thomas M. Pitkin shows in
this memoir
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