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The importance of background knowledge -- Six principles for building
an indirect approach -- Tapping the power of wide reading and
language experience -- Building academic background knowledge
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up a schoolwide or districtwide program -- Technical notes --
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Explains why insufficient background knowledge is a chronic cause of
low achievement, and describes how a carefully structured combination
of two approaches--sustained silent reading and instruction in
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subject-specific vocabulary--can help rescue low achievers and boost
the academic performance of all students.


