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The issue of sexist language has been hotly debated within feminist
circles since the 1960s. Previous books have tended to regard sexism
in language as easy to identify and have suggested solutions to
overcome and counter sexism.  Sara Mills takes a fresh and more
critical look at sexism in language, and argues that even in feminist
circles it has become a problematic concept. Drawing on conversational
and textual data collected over the last ten years, and with reference to
recent research carried out in a range of different academic disciplines,
Mills suggests that there are two forms of sexism - overt and indirect.
Overt sexism is clear and unambiguous, while indirect sexism is based
on pragmatics and the meaning and interpretation of utterances.
Indirect sexism is extremely common and we therefore need new ways
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to challenge and analyse its usage in language.
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Assimilating Seoul, the first book-length study written in English about
Seoul during the colonial period, challenges conventional nationalist
paradigms by revealing the intersection of Korean and Japanese history
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in this important capital. Through microhistories of Shinto festivals,
industrial expositions, and sanitation campaigns, Todd A. Henry offers
a transnational account that treats the city's public spaces as "contact
zones," showing how residents negotiated pressures to become loyal,
industrious, and hygienic subjects of the Japanese empire. Unlike
previous, top-down analyses, this ethnographic history investigates
modalities of Japanese rule as experienced from below. Although the
colonial state set ambitious goals for the integration of Koreans,
Japanese settler elites and lower-class expatriates shaped the speed
and direction of assimilation by bending government initiatives to their
own interests and identities. Meanwhile, Korean men and women of
different classes and generations rearticulated the terms and degree of
their incorporation into a multiethnic polity. Assimilating Seoul
captures these fascinating responses to an empire that used the lure of
empowerment to disguise the reality of alienation.


