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This book is a significant contribution to existing research on the
themes of race and slavery in the founding literature of the United



States. It extends the boundaries of existing research by locating race
and slavery within a transnational and 'oceanic' framework. The author
applies critical concepts developed within postcolonial theory to
American texts written between the national emergence of the United
States and the Civil War, in order to uncover metaphors of the colonial
and imperial 'unconscious' in America's foundational writing. The book
analyses the writings of canonized autho



