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Sommario/riassunto

In The Crane's Walk, Jeremy Barris seeks to show that we can conceive
and live with a pluralism of standpoints with conflicting standards for
truth--with the truth of each being entirely unaffected by the truth of
the others. He argues that Plato's work expresses this kind of
pluralism, and that this pluralism is important in its own right, whether
or not we agree about what Plato's standpoint is.The longest tradition
of Plato scholarship identifies crucial faults in Plato's theory of Ideas.
Barris argues that Plato deliberately displayed those faults, because he
wanted to demonstrate that basic kinds of error or illogic have
dimensions that are crucial to the establishing of truth. These
dimensions legitimate a paradoxical coordination of logically
incompatible conceptions of truth. Connecting this idea with emerging
currents of Plato scholarship, he emphasizes, in addition to the
dialogues' arguments, the importance of their nonargumentative
features, including drama, myths, fictions, anecdotes, and humor.
These unanalyzed nonargumentative features function rigorously, as a
lever with which to examine the enterprise of rational argument itself,
without presupposing its standards or illegitimately assimilating any
position to the standards of another.Today, communities are torn apart
by conflicts within and between a host of different pluralist and
absolutist commitments. The possibility developed in this book-a
coordination of absolute and relative truth that allows an
understanding of some relativist and some absolutist positions as
being fully legitimate and as capable of existing in a relation to their
opposites-may contribute to perspectives for resolving these conflicts.
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Sommario/riassunto Migrating Tales situates the Babylonian Talmud, or Bavli, in its cultural
context by reading several rich rabbinic stories against the background
of Greek, Syriac, Arabic, Persian, and Mesopotamian literature of late
antiquity and the early Middle Ages, much of it Christian in origin. In
this nuanced work, Richard Kalmin argues that non-Jewish literature
deriving from the eastern Roman provinces is a crucially important key
to interpreting Babylonian rabbinic literature, to a degree unimagined
by earlier scholars. Kalmin demonstrates the extent to which rabbinic
Babylonia was part of the Mediterranean world of late antiquity and part
of the emerging but never fully realized cultural unity forming during
this period in Palestine, Syria, Mesopotamia, and western Persia. Kalmin



recognizes that the Bavli contains remarkable diversity, incorporating
motifs derived from the cultures of contemporaneous religious and
social groups. Looking closely at the intimate relationship between
narratives of the Bavli and of the Christian Roman Empire, Migrating
Tales brings the history of Judaism and Jewish culture into the ambit of
the ancient world as a whole.



