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Introduction -- Fascism, cinema and stardom. Italian cinema under
fascism -- The creation of a star system -- Stars and commercial
culture -- The public and the stars -- Italian stars of the Fascist Era.
The national star: Isa Miranda -- The matine idol: Vittorio De Sica --
Everybody's fiance: Assia Noris -- The star as hero: Amedeo Nazzari --
The uniformed role model: Fosco Giachetti -- The photogenic beauty:
Alida Valli -- The Duce's whim: Miria Di San Servolo -- The aftermath
of stardom. Civil war, liberation and reconstruction -- Survival, memory
and forgetting.

This book offers the first extended analysis of film stardom in Fascist
Italy, focusing on the period from the start of sound cinema to the final
end of Fascism in 1945. The author examines the development of an
Italian star system, evaluates its place in film production and
distribution, and explores its relationships with the political sphere and
with broader commercial culture. The popular press, along with other
evidence, is used to assess the extent of public engagement with film
stars. Several major stars, including Isa Miranda, Vittorio De Sica,
Amedeo Nazzari and Alida Valli, are cl



