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British writers of the Restoration and eighteenth century initiated a
critique of human knowledge unrivaled in both its scope and its
enthusiasm. Author Kevin L. Cope now attempts to provide a coherent,
evocative account of explanatory rhetoric in early modern Britain.Critics
and historians, Cope argues, have done an admirable job of describing
the details of the intellectual movements of this period but they have
failed to examine the intellectual, social, and psychological implications
of explanation itself.  Criteria of Certainty makes up for this
shortcoming by treating explanation as a co


