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Medical ethics changed dramatically in the past 30 years because
physicians and humanists actively engaged each other in discussions
that sometimes led to confrontation and controversy, but usually have
improved the quality of medical decision-making. Before then medical
ethics had been isolated for almost two centuries from the larger
philosophical, social, and religious controversies of the time. There
was, however, an earlier period where leaders in medicine and in the
humanities worked closely together and both fields were richer for it.
This volume begins with the 18th century Scottish Enlightenment when
professors of medicine such as John Gregory, Edward Percival, and the
American, Benjamin Rush, were close friends of philosophers like David
Hume, Adam Smith, and Thomas Reid.



