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In the course of its development the EU has had to deal with an
expanding policy agenda, covering ever more subjects and an
increased diversity of instruments. It has also had to deal with an
increased number of member states and an extended range of partners
(regional authorities, non governmental organisations). These
developments have greatly increased the risk of inconsistencies
between the various policies pursued and between the various levels of
competence for the same policy. Inconsistent policies are less effective
than they ought to be. So, they imply a welfare loss.The EU
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