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On 12 October 1923, Grigory Zinoviev, president of the Communist
International wrote the following in Pravda : The German events are
developing with the inexorability of fate. The path which it took the
Russian Revolution twelve years to cover, from 1906 to 1917, will have
taken the German Revolution five years, from 1918 to 1923. ... The
proletarian revolution is knocking at Germany's door; you would have
to be blind not to see it. ... Very soon, everyone will see that this
autumn of 1923 is a turning-point, not just for the history of Germany,
but for the history of the whole world. In fact, far from being on the
point of triumphing, the German Revolution was on the verge of an
irredeemable disaster which would soon inflict terrible consequences
on Germany and the world. In this magisterial work, first published
1971 and still unsurpassed, Pierre Broue meticulously reconstitutes the
six decisive years during which - between 'ultra-leftism and
'opportunism', 'sectarianism' and 'revisionism', 'activism' and 'passivity'
- the German revolutionaries attempted to begin a new chapter in the
history of the proletariat.


