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Calendars of Mesoamerican civilisations are subjected to what is
categorised as “ritual practices of time”. This book is a comparative
explication of rituals of time of four calendars: the Long Count
calendar, the 260-day calendar, the 365-day calendar and the 52-
years calendar. Building upon a comparative analytical model, the book
contributes new theoretical insights about ritual practices and temporal
philosophies. This comprehensive investigation analyses how ritual
practices are represented and conceptualised in intellectual systems
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and societies. The temporal ritual practices are systematically analysed
in relation to calendar organisation and structure, arithmetic,
cosmogony and chronometry, spatial-temporality (cosmology), natural
world, eschatology, sociology, politics, and ontology. It is argued that
the 260-day calendar has a particular symbolic importance in
Mesoamerican temporal philosophies and practices.
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The international community is not taking the action necessary to avert
dangerous increases in greenhouse gases. Facing a potentially bleak
future, the question that confronts humanity is whether the best of bad
alternatives may be to counter global warming through human-
engineered climate interventions. In this book, eleven prominent
authorities on climate change consider the legal, policy and
philosophical issues presented by geoengineering. The book asks:
when, if ever, are decisions to embark on potentially risky climate
modification projects justified? If such decisions can be justified, in a
world without a central governing authority, who should authorize such
projects and by what moral and legal right? If states or private actors
undertake geoengineering ventures absent the blessing of the
international community, what recourse do the rest of us have?


