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Combinatorial and global optimization problems appear in a wide
range of applications in operations research, engineering, biological
science, and computer science. In combinatorial optimization and
graph theory, many approaches have been developed that link the
discrete universe to the continuous universe through geometric,
analytic, and algebraic techniques. Such techniques include global
optimization formulations, semidefinite programming, and spectral
theory. Recent major successes based on these approaches include
interior point algorithms for linear and discrete problems, the
celebrated


