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This book aims to describe, for readers uneducated in science, the
development of humanity's desire to know and understand the world
around us through the various stages of its development to the
present, when science is almost universally recognized - at least in the
Western world - as the most reliable way of knowing. The book
describes the history of the large-scale exploration of the surface of
the earth by sea, beginning with the Vikings and the Chinese, and of
the unknown interiors of the American and African continents by foot
and horseback. After the invention of the telescope, visual
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