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This edited volume offers a historical, textual and ethnoanthropological
exploration of the meaning and value of religion and ritual and their
form and function in relation to Chinese literature and theatre. The
term ‘theatre’ is used here to refer broadly to various types of live
performances—theatrical and non-theatrical; sacred and profane—
presented in a religious setting, thus including ritual performance and
oral performance. Likewise, literature in this volume broadly
encompasses both written and oral literatures, including drama, poetry,
hagiography, legend, mythology and prosimetric narrative or
chantefable for telling and singing. The contributors to the issue draw
on a wide range of materials from historical, philosophical and literary
texts to field reports and archaeological finds to archived documents
and local gazetteers to personal interviews and participant
observations. While all the essays are collected under the theme of
‘Religion and Folk Belief in Chinese Literature and Theatre’, they differ
from each other in subject matter, source material and research
approach. Rich and varied as they are, these essays fall into two main
categories, namely, a historical approach to religion and ritual recorded
in (written and visual) texts and an integrated approach that combines
historical inquiries into written and visual texts with
ethnoanthropological fieldwork on religious rituals and associated
performances.
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This reissue of Sandar Panikkar's 1959 book is based upon a series of
lectures given at the Institut d'Etude de Development Economique et
Social, which spotlights the problems faced by the multitude of African
and Asian states which achieved independence between 1945 and
1957. From Asia, the author discusses the plight of India, Pakistan,
Burma, Indonesia, Ceylon, Vietnam, Cambodia, laos, Syria and Lebanon
whilst in Africa he assesses the independence of the Sudan, Tunisia,
Morroco and Ghana. The problems faced by these countries have many
similarities, not least the need to develop systems of
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This eBook is a collection of articles from a Frontiers Research Topic.
Frontiers Research Topics are very popular trademarks of the Frontiers
Journals Series: they are collections of at least ten articles, all centered
on a particular subject. With their unique mix of varied contributions
from Original Research to Review Articles, Frontiers Research Topics
unify the most influential researchers, the latest key findings and
historical advances in a hot research area! Find out more on how to
host your own Frontiers Research Topic or contribute to one as an
author by contacting the Frontiers Editorial Office: frontiersin.
org/about/contact



