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Offering an interpretation of the Revolutionary period that places

women at the center, Joan R. Gundersen provides a synthesis of the
scholarship on women's experiences during the era as well as a
nuanced understanding that moves beyond a view of the war as either a
""golden age"" or a disaster for women. Gundersen argues that
women's lives varied greatly depending on race and class, but all
women had to work within shifting parameters that enabled

opportunities for some while constraining opportunities for others.

Three generations of women in three households personalize these
change



