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The western gunboat flotilla: "a mongrel service" -- USS Carondelet and
Fort Henry -- Fort Donelson -- Island No. 10 -- Securing New Orleans
-- The Battle of Plum Point Bend -- The Battle of Memphis -- On to
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Drawing heavily on the diaries and letters of officers and common
sailors, Barbara Brooks Tomblin explores the years during which the
Union Navy fought to win control of the Mississippi. Her approach
provides fresh insight into major battles such as Memphis and
Vicksburg, but also offers fascinating perspectives on lesser-known
aspects of the conflict from ordinary sailors.
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