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The UNESCO World Heritage Convention of 1972 set the contemporary
standard for cultural and natural conservation. Today, a place on the
World Heritage List is much sought after for tourism promotion,
development funding, and national prestige. Presenting case studies
from across the globe, particularly from Africa and Asia,
anthropologists with situated expertise in specific World Heritage sites
explore the consequences of the World Heritage framework and the
global spread of the UNESCO heritage regime. This book shows how
local and national circumstances interact with the global institutional
framework in complex and unexpected ways. Often, the communities
around World Heritage sites are constrained by these heritage regimes
rather than empowered by them.
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