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Just as the steam engine was the driving force behind the Industrial
Revolution, broadband Internet is today seen as critical to the transition
to knowledge-intensive economies across the world. As a general
purpose technology, broadband Internet is considered as a
fundamental driver of economic growth and social development,
releasing the innovative potential and energy of previously
disenfranchised members of the population. Many of the countries in
the Middle East and North Africa region (MENA) now recognize that
broadband Internet is crucial to their efforts to reduce poverty and
create jo






