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Africa has always played a role in black identity, but it was in the
tumultuous period between the two world wars that black Americans
first began to embrace a modern African American identity. Throwing
off the legacy of slavery and segregation, black intellectuals, activists,
and organizations sought a prouder past in ancient Egypt and forged
links to contemporary Africa. Their consciousness of a dual identity
anticipated the hyphenated identities of new immigrants in the years
after World War II, and an emerging sense of what it means to be a
modern American.
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"Fairy-tale adaptations are ubiquitous in modern popular culture, but
readers and scholars alike may take for granted the many voices and
traditions folded into today's tales. In Fairy Tales Transformed?:
Twenty-First-Century Adaptations and the Politics of Wonder,
accomplished fairy-tale scholar Cristina Bacchilega traces what she
terms a "fairy-tale web" of multivocal influences in modern adaptations,
asking how tales have been changed by and for the early twenty-first
century. Dealing mainly with literary and cinematic adaptations for
adults and young adults, Bacchilega investigates the linked and yet
divergent social projects these fairy tales imagine, their participation
and competition in multiple genre and media systems, and their
relation to a politics of wonder that contests a naturalized hierarchy of
Euro-American literary fairy tale over folktale and other wonder
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